
Table 7.  Female full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,
by field: 1975-2001

Sciences

Total,
Year science Earth,

and engi- Sciences, Physical atmos- Mathe- Computer Agri- Biological Social
neering total sciences pheric, & matical sciences cultural sciences Psychology sciences

ocean sciences sciences
sciences

.......1975 na na na na na na na na na na

.......1976 48,681 46,649 3,049 1,632 2,476 742 1,484 11,711 11,052 14,503

.......1977 52,046 49,783 3,214 1,781 2,282 759 1,802 12,541 11,754 15,650
1 .....1978   na na na na na na na na na na

.......1979 57,051 53,610 3,493 2,219 2,170 1,050 2,196 13,504 12,571 16,407

.......1980 61,303 57,448 3,703 2,483 2,306 1,403 2,389 13,862 13,892 17,410

.......1981 63,911 59,297 4,003 2,571 2,540 1,727 2,427 14,071 14,563 17,395

.......1982 65,498 60,249 4,397 2,787 2,791 2,311 2,542 14,525 14,444 16,452

.......1983 67,895 62,274 4,837 2,969 2,918 2,639 2,526 14,755 15,200 16,430
2 .....1984   68,580 62,531 5,098 2,857 2,981 2,743 2,578 15,066 15,255 15,953
2 .....1985   69,768 63,484 5,429 2,833 3,202 3,055 2,394 15,177 15,103 16,291
2 .....1986   72,913 65,935 5,741 2,912 3,404 3,317 2,378 15,787 15,992 16,404
2 .....1987   75,022 67,731 6,030 2,674 3,562 3,331 2,370 16,101 16,834 16,829

.......1988 78,276 70,653 6,371 2,743 3,718 3,338 2,478 16,772 17,919 17,314

.......1989 81,768 73,624 6,664 2,749 3,935 3,251 2,505 17,585 18,881 18,054

.......1990 86,674 77,969 6,822 2,926 4,044 3,471 2,639 18,130 19,976 19,961

.......1991 92,048 82,370 7,274 3,174 4,221 3,489 2,862 19,171 21,301 20,878

.......1992 98,682 88,021 7,505 3,391 4,429 3,556 2,997 20,130 22,991 23,022

.......1993 103,117 91,920 7,725 3,547 4,434 3,590 3,185 21,521 23,593 24,325

.......1994 106,353 94,775 7,768 3,787 4,416 3,549 3,328 22,517 24,157 25,253

.......1995 107,395 95,893 7,657 3,880 4,197 3,650 3,463 23,029 24,319 25,698

.......1996 109,345 97,518 7,536 3,854 4,169 4,093 3,458 22,998 24,637 26,773

.......1997 110,498 97,990 7,428 3,860 3,973 4,799 3,512 22,954 24,718 26,746

.......1998 111,622 98,795 7,357 4,070 3,954 5,452 3,601 23,383 24,639 26,339

.......1999 114,850 101,327 7,570 4,313 4,134 6,381 3,794 23,907 24,623 26,605

.......2000 118,764 103,882 7,761 4,438 4,071 7,486 3,945 24,286 25,186 26,709

.......2001 124,347 108,156 8,082 4,568 4,388 8,321 4,120 25,489 25,212 27,976

Engineering

Health
Engi- Metallur- fields

neering, Aerospace Chemical Civil engi- Electrical Industrial Mechanical gical & Other engi-
total engineering engineering neering engineering engineering engineering materials neering

engineering

.......1975 na na na na na na na na na na

.......1976 2,032 23 241 513 297 379 122 110 347 11,061

.......1977 2,263 27 284 541 382 376 141 143 369 12,807
1 .....1978   na na na na na na na na na na

.......1979 3,441 36 440 894 454 579 258 214 566 15,134

.......1980 3,855 54 466 899 558 665 316 233 664 16,254

.......1981 4,614 51 534 1,126 711 688 347 291 866 16,662

.......1982 5,249 73 674 1,241 818 765 433 313 932 15,986

.......1983 5,621 80 771 1,295 963 615 483 328 1,086 15,907
2 .....1984   6,049 86 734 1,438 1,150 624 561 358 1,098 16,268
2 .....1985   6,284 126 757 1,492 1,208 635 559 443 1,064 16,574
2 .....1986   6,978 148 796 1,487 1,467 734 627 530 1,189 16,679
2 .....1987   7,291 167 882 1,398 1,549 735 732 578 1,250 16,604

.......1988 7,623 168 796 1,565 1,682 741 835 586 1,250 17,296

.......1989 8,144 180 804 1,649 1,822 912 855 644 1,278 18,095

.......1990 8,705 199 903 1,781 1,956 913 848 696 1,409 19,389

.......1991 9,678 254 988 2,019 2,157 1,048 942 749 1,521 21,423

.......1992 10,661 263 1,100 2,328 2,420 1,182 1,086 812 1,470 23,055

.......1993 11,197 291 1,171 2,524 2,437 1,180 1,185 812 1,597 25,749

.......1994 11,578 278 1,196 2,786 2,389 1,309 1,217 854 1,549 28,310

.......1995 11,502 276 1,229 2,817 2,440 1,160 1,135 830 1,615 30,688

.......1996 11,827 283 1,324 2,854 2,540 1,097 1,190 831 1,708 32,075

.......1997 12,508 303 1,370 2,911 2,811 1,107 1,289 875 1,842 33,399

.......1998 12,827 314 1,397 2,941 3,054 1,084 1,233 907 1,897 34,774

.......1999 13,523 325 1,396 3,045 3,257 1,136 1,262 848 2,254 36,635

.......2000 14,882 374 1,549 3,308 3,754 1,343 1,353 850 2,351 36,559

.......2001 16,191 386 1,540 3,419 4,341 1,429 1,438 989 2,649 36,981

 1 Master’s-granting institutions were not surveyed in 1978.

 2 These figures include estimated data for master’s-granting institutions, which were surveyed on a sample basis from 1984-87. See "Technical Notes" 
for further information. 

KEY: na  = Not available

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


